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Project Goals and Background

The Black Oystercatchétaematopus bachmanis a yearound shorebirdalong the rocky intertidal west
coastof the United States. iktedby the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser(ldSFWS)s a species of focal concerhet
long term goal of the Black Oystercatcher Conservation Projecpiotade knowledgein support ofcurrert
conservation effortdo preclude the need for an Environmental Species Act listdygstercatchers are
associated with healthy, prodtige marine intertidal habitatand serveas an indicator species of intertidal
marine health.

The goal of the 206 Reproductive Monitoring Project is to continuecordng baselinedatabeginning in
20120n habitat status including: nest success #iedgng success trenda Mendocino CountyCalifornia
Weekly surveysare performedMay throughSeptemberat selecedsites The following dta isprovided to
Audubon Californ@a { S+ 6 A NR t and@walbdsidfthéy Y KIHSEINY G §Sa CAakK 3 2 Af
(USFWErangewide working planto identify thebest conservation practicateeded to address threats and
reverse declinesThis project can also be used to identify priority sites for implementing these best conservation
practices.
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TheprojectisRA NS OGSR YR FdzyRSR o6& [/ IfAFT2NYAlF ! dzZRdzo 2y Qa
to Mendociro Coast Auduboociety (MCAS). Collaborativekind support is provided by California State
Parks Department of Natural ResourcBsblic outreach is funded e U.S. dzZNB I dz 2F [ YR al yI
California Coastal National Monument Program (CCNM).

Project Timelineand Accomplishments

April cRon LeVallegonducted a threehour volunteer training workshop fden attendees

May-Augustc eighteenvolunteers, two state ark environmental science personnel, and regional chapter
coordinator began weekly surveyfpair/nest identification alonghe coastline athe following sitesTen Mile
State Marine Reserv&)acKerricher State Paftkaguna PinGlasBeach North)Noyo Headlandblorth Trail
Caspar Headlands State Natural Resdpaint Cabrillo State HistorRark & Preserve, Russian Gulch State Park,
Mendocino Headlands State Park, Van Damme State Btl&,River Headlandsnd Navarro Point Preserve



Juy ¢ Ron LeVallegubmittedprogress reporto Audubon Californiand the BLM.

Septemberg 3725 surveyhourswere completed with corclusive monitoring o$ixty-seventerritorial pairs We
conducted arend of seasomeeting reviewing; preliminary results, data collection methods, gmabject
feedbackby surveyors

November¢ submission of final report and invoice BRon LeValley

Survey Sites
The total linear survey included 33.62 kilometers. The sites and the number of surveys, number of nests

monitored and the linear survey for each site are listed in TabRediscussion aach site is included here.

Ten Mile Marine Protected AreéMaps 14)

This area was surveyed by Ron LeVallag. Ten Mile MPA survey area runs from the Vista Point south of
Westport to just north of Abalobadiah Creek. Four sites are accessible for subvstystch of shoreline is
accessible from the Vista Point parking lot and trails. The north end of this area is very good feeding habitat, but
nesting sites are not available. As many as 24 Black Oystercatchers were documented feeding in this area, and
numerousbirdswere yearlings based on the darkips to their bills.The southern portiorcontainedtwo
potential nest sites, but only one was documented with an. &gt nest failed well before incubation finished.

The second area is viewed from thavately ownedPacific Star Wineryrairsthere were somewhat
territorial at times One potential nest sitavasjust below the winery, but it was never documented having eggs.

The third area is viewed from theivately ownednn at Newport RanclKibesillah Rock is just north of the
viewing area and had a potential nest on it, but it was out of site and never documented chicks being fledged.
Another territorial pair was around the smaller rocks closer to shore, but no nesting site was ever sgemfSo
the Ranch was one nest also visible from the Abalobadiah Creek viewing area. One chick was documented at this
site, but no fledging was seen.

The fourth surveyiewingarea is just north of Abalobadiah Cke® aviewpoint about a ¥ mile north of ¢h
creek.Four pairs were seemnterritory this year, but the only onwith a chick was the one just south of the
Newport Ranch site. A River Otter was seen near nesDI.M he adult pair was extremely updstthe
presence of the otter.

Laguna PointMacKerricher State PariMap 5)

This area was surveyed by Dan Knowles, Marcia Riwney and Jean Mann. The area surveyed extends along the
coast south of Laguna Point for a little over 2 kilometers. Four nests were monitored there and only one hatched
three dicks and fledged a single chick. A pair of River Ottassgen in the vicinity.

Glass Beach North, MacKerricher State P@vlap 6)

This area was surveyed by Art Morley, Sonya Popow, Gail Nsetip, Jim Gib&wbavidher The survey area
extends from noth of Pudding Creek up to Virgin CreEkur nests were monitored and one chick hatched and
fledged.

North Noyo Trai(Map 7)

This area was surveyed by Roger Adamson and Ron LeValley. The survey area extends from Glass Beach
south to the point near the ahof the trail, 1.63 kilometeraway. Only two nests were seen, one hatched 3
chicks and the other hatched 2 chicks, and only one chick fleidgat With the opening of the trail in 2015, an
increasel amount of human disturbance has been documented.



Capar Headland¢Map 8)

This area was surveyed by Ron LeValley. The survey area is a cluster of rocks off the north point of the
headlands. California Sea Lions are abundant at times on one of the rocks. Two nests were documented this
year, and one hatchedt least one chick that eventually fledged.

Paint Cabrillo(Map 9)

This area was surveyed by Jesse and David Yeofrtansurvey area extends north and south of the
Lighthouse. A fair amount of people are present regularly. Seven nests were monitored, four of them hatched
two chicks apiece but no chicks fledged.

Russian Gulch State Pafidap 10)

This area was monitored by Alison Cebula, Terra FulleRabért Kunick. The survey area is north of Russian
Gulch and extends oveixkilometers north. Fourteen oystercatcher territories were monitored, six of them had
active nests that hatched one owb chicks. None of the chicks fledged.

Mendocino Headland¢Map 11)

This area was surveyed by Judy Steele and David Jensen. The survey area extends around the complete
headlands west of the town of Mendocino. Six nests were monitoredisgadf them hattied a total ofseven
chicks Five chicks fledged. Tsiie was the most successful all our sites this yeamany abalone divers use
this area.

Spring RancliMap 12)

This area was surveyed by Charlene McAllister and Peggy Matrtin. The area is thennuottien of Van
Damme State Park and is an old ramgth almost 2 kilometers of rocky shoreline. Seven nests were monitored
this year, four of them hatched a total efghtchicks of whictiour fledged. Abalone divers and fisherman are
common here.

Little River HeadlandéMap 13)

This area was surveyed by Charlene McAllister and Ron LeValley. It is primarily on private property with
offshore CCNMrocks. Four nests were monitored this year and only one hatched two chicks and one of them
fledged. Wherone almost fledged young disappeared it was coincident with the presence of a River Otter.
Many abalone divers and kayakers are present in this area.

Navarro Bluff(Map 14)
This area was surveyed by Linda Perkins and Bill Heil. It is an area owned@ntaeino Land Trust and is
well protected. Two territories were active this year but no chicks hatched.



Table 1c Mendocino County Survey Areas

Linear
# of Survey
Nest ID Same as # of Territories | Distance Hours
Survey area Prefixes Previous Year? Surveys | Surveyed (km) surveyed
Yes, continued
Ten Mile State Marine to not survey
Reserve MENTM Bruhel Point 12 10 8.04 23
MacKerricher State Park,
Laguna Point South MEN16-1 Yes 16 4 2.21 150
Surveyonly
MacKerrcher State Park, south of
Glass Beach North MENGB Pudding CreekK 10 4 2.65 123
North Trail
Noyo Headlands North Traj MENNN Covered 15 2 1.63 32.5
Caspar Headlands State
Natural Reserve MENCH Yes 9 2 0.65 9
Point Cabrillo State Histori
Park MENPC Yes 8 7 3.38 40
Russian Guich State Park  MENRG Yes 18 14 6.48 100
Mendocino Headlands Stat
Park MENMH=## Yes 16 6 4.18 84
Not Not
surveyed this surveyed
Mendocino Bay Overlook year No 0 this year 0 0
Van Damme State Park,
Spring Ranch MENSR Yes 17 9 1.94 48
Little River Headlands MENLR Yes 38 6 1 38
Navarro Bluff Preserve ang
Scenic Trail MENNP Yes 14 3 1.46 42
Totals 67 33.62 689.5




Results

A total of67 territories were monitored this year. Only 27 of those nests hatched chicks and a total of 45
chickswere documentedOf these, only 12 nests fledda total of 14 chicksThis year was not a successful year
in the areafor most coastal seabirds including Black Oystercatcher. The ocean was very low in nutrients until
quite late in the season and we suspect that food dyppr oystercatchers was low this yesany hundreds of

dead mussels were found on beaches, presumably because of the lack of nutrients.

We also had new problems with the increasing number of River Otters in ourRikes. Otter populations
increasings good news, but we did get one report of a River Otter eatingyatercatcher chick. This was not in
a surveyed aredt was at the mouth of the Noyo River just west of the jetty afidaee other sightings of River
Otters in the survey areas were coidentally observed when Oystercatcher nests and/or chicks disappeared.

Table2
Survey Results
Incubatiory
Onshore or| Potential Hatched | Fledged
Site Nest # Location Offshore eggs chicks chicks
Ten Mile MPA
MENTM-01 | 39-33-55.59, 12346-13.96 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENTM-02 Offshore No Activity this year
MENTM-03 | 39-34-02.52, 12346-20.39 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENTM-05 | 39-34-22.28, 12346-38.03 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENTM-06 | 39-34-28.21, 1246-43.53 | Offshore Yes 1 0
MENTM-08 | 39-34-48.49, 12346-52.85 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENTM-10 | 39-35-31.31, 12347-07.80 | Offshore 0 0
MENTM-13 | 39-35-40.37, 12347-06.36 | Onshore 0 0
MENTM-14 | 39-35-45.95, 12347-12.13 | Onshore Yes 0 0
Laguna Point South
MENLRO2 | 39-29-11.88, 12348-13.23 | Offshore Yes 3 1
MENLRO3 | 39-28-54.16, 12348-14.04 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENLRO4 | 39-28-58.51, 1248-11.60 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENLRO6 | 39-29-9.37, 12348-11.56 Offshore 0 0
Glass Beach North
MENGBO04 | 39-27-40.56, 12348-36.25 | Onshore Yes 1 1
MENGBO5 | 39-286.91, 12348-29.24 Offshore Yes 1 0
MENGB06 | 39-28-11.38, 12348-32.02 | Offshore 0 0
MENGBO07 | 39-28-12.38, 1248-32.43 | Offshore 0 0
North Noyo Trail
MENNNO1 | 39-26-48.07, 12349-1.41 Offshore Yes 3 1
MENNN-O5 | 39-26-56.46, 12348-58.98 | Offshore 2 0




Survey Result§?)

Incubatior/
Onshore or | Potential Hatched | Fledged
Site Nest # Location Offshore eggs chicks chicks
Caspar Headlands
MENCHO1 | 39-21-42.78, 12349-32.95 | Offshore Yes 1 1
MENCHO3 | 39-21-42.95, 12349-28.59 | Offshore Yes 0 0
Point Cabrillo
MENPGO1 | 39-20-36.14, 12349-19.38 | Offshore Yes 2 0
MENPG02 | 39-21-14.05, 12349-25.83 | Offshore 0 0
MENPGO3 | 39-20-58.47, 12349-36.97 | Offshore Yes 2 0
MENPGO04 | 39-20-41.11,12349-25.69 | Onshore Yes 0 0
MENPGO05 | 39-20-50.78, 12349-33.58 | Onshore Yes 2 0
MENPG06 | 39-21-0.16, 12349-36.74 Onshore Yes 0 0
MENPGO7 | 39-20-38.85, 12349-22.37 | Onshore Yes 2 0
Russian Gulch
MENRGO1 | 39-19-07.61, 1248-15.59 | Offshore Yes 1 0
MENRG02 | 39-19-18.49, 1248-21.06 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENRGO03 | 39-19-40.12, 12348-36.21 | Onshore 0 0
MENRGO04 | 39-19-36.49, 1248-23.30 | Offshore Yes 2 0
MENRGO09 | 39-19-24.16, 12348-23.09 0 0
MENRG10 | 39-19-43.43, 12348-30.11 0 0
MENRG12 | 39-19-07.17, 12348-11.91 | Offshore Yes 1 0
MENRG13 | 39-1853.96, 12348-09.77 | Offshore 0 0
MENRG14 | 39-19-17.29, 12348-14.47 0 0
MENRGO7 | 39-19-52.50, 12348-49.28 Yes 1 0
MENRGO08 | 39-19-47.06, 12348-48.99 | Offshore Yes 2 0
MENRG11 0 0
MENRGO6 | 39-19-51.30, 12348-44.46 | Onshore Yes 0 0
MENRGO5 | 39-19-45.08, 12348-47.68 | Offshore Yes 1 0
Mendocino Headlands
MENMH-02 | 39-18-33.08, 12348-41.44 | Offshore Yes 2 0
MENMH-03 | 39-18-27.94, 1248-43.48 | Offshore Yes 1 1
MENMH-05 | 39-18-11.28, 1248-31.12 | Offshore Yes 1 1
MENMH-12 | 39-18-07.98, 12348-00.84 | Offshore Yes 1 1
MENMH-13 | 39-18-11.28, 12348-31.12 | Onshore Yes 2 2
MENMH-14 | 39-18-07.95, 12348-23.76 | Onshore 0 0




Survey Results (3)

Incubatior/
Onshore or | Potential Hatched | Fledged
Site Nest # Location Offshore eggs chicks chicks
Spring Ranch ‘
MENSRO1 | Not active this year Offshore
MENSR02 | 39-16-34.51, 12348-7.04 Offshore Yes 1 1
MENSRO3 | 39-16-41.00, 12348-10.25 | Offshore Yes 3 1
MENSRO3A | 39-16-42.43, 12348-10.15 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENSRO04 | 39-16-45.47, 12348-10.57 | Onshore Yes 2 0
MENSRO05 | 39-16-58.56, 12348-14.17 | Offshore Yes 2 2
MENSR06 | 39-16-59.57, 12348-12.89 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENSRO7 | 39-16-58.92, 12348-12.02 | Offshore 0 0
Little River Headlands |
MENLRO1 | 39-16-20.65, 12347-46.97 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENLRO2 | No nest this year Offshore 0 0
MENLRO3 | 39-16-16.53, 12347-55.74 | Offshore Yes 2 1
MENLRO4 | 39-16-18.77,12347-56.24 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENLRO6 | 39-16-21.14, 12348-0.63 Offshore Yes 0 0
Navarro Bluff |
MENNBO1 | 39-11-47.19, 12346-22.44 | Offshore Yes 0 0
MENNBO3 | 39-11-37.02, 12346-12.00 | Offshore 0 0
Totals Number of Territories-61 44 45 14

Table3. Summary of survey dataverthe past fiveyears

A quick comparison with our five years of data shows that this was the worst year so far.

# of #of # Chicks # Chicks
Year territories Nests Hatched Fledged
2012 Nodata 32 43 18
2013 No data 43 52 17
2014 No data 46 50 18
2015 73 63 No data 42
2016 61 43 45 14
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AppendixA ¢ Maps of Surveyed Areas
The territories in these areas are numbered in red. Many ofites did not have active nests this year.
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Map 3. Ten Mile Marine Protected AreaNewport Ranchinn Survey Portion




Map 4. Ten Mile Marine Protected AreaAbalobadiah Creek North Survey Portion
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Map 6. MacKerricher State Park, Glass Beach North Survey Area
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