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PELAGIC CORMORANT NEST MONITORING
Donald Shephard
Pelagic Cormorant chicks gurgle peacefully watched by a retiree sitting
on the bluff beside the Point Cabrillo Lighthouse. A board rests across
his lap as he studies Pelagic Cormorant nests and matches them to the
composite photo attached to the board. Nineteen nests cling to the cliff
face opposite him in the narrow inlet that will eventually enisle the
lighthouse. He joined a team of volunteers monitoring Pelagic
Cormorants in three local sites: Noyo Harbor, Point Cabrillo, and
Mendocino Headlands, led by Ron LeValley.
Although named for open ocean, the Pelagic Cormorant prefers
inshore areas. They nest on steep cliffs along rocky and exposed
shorelines using their guano to solidify nest material and cement it to
the cliff face. They build a compact shallow bowl of mostly grass and
seaweeds, but also mosses, sticks, feathers and general marine debris
(including human-made objects) and line it with dry vegetation.
Join our retiree on the bluff and look through the spotting scope
and you will see a range of activity. Adults sit on nests 1 and 2, their
feathers touching, their red gular patches visible as they pant to release
heat.
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PELAGIC CORMORANT NEST MONITORING continued
Nest 7 has three young covered with dull
black down. The parent dives from the
surface of the water and chases prey under
water. It grabs, but does not spear, fish in
its bill. When the parent returns, the young
beg by snaking their necks around the
adult’s neck. The parent opens wide and
one young sticks its head and neck deep
into the adult’s throat to retrieve the food.
Absent a parent, the smaller chick thrusts its
head down a siblings throat.

Early season Pelagic Cormorant nest photo Ron
LeValley www.LeValleyPhoto.com

A closer look at nest 11 shows two eggs
slipping under the tail of the adult where
the guano-glue failed to hold the nest
material. A later look will show the nest
collapsed and the eggs gone. A chick with
some pin feathers showing on tail and wing
tip receives tugs on the neck from an adult
but it lies flat on the nest its head and neck
drooped over the edge. What is the
meaning of this activity? Perhaps a chick
wandered into the wrong nest. Further
observation may enlighten us.
The past two summers, Pelagic
Cormorants have had dismal breeding
success thanks to oceanic conditions, but
this year we hope for better results thanks to
a sufficient food supply. This kind of citizen
science takes many years of careful
observation and documentation, data
recording and analysis by experts. Our
Pelagic Cormorant monitoring program
began this year and will continue for many
more. If you visit the Mendocino
Headlands, Point Cabrillo, or Noyo Harbor
regularly and can spare an hour a week
during breeding season, please call me at
(707) 962-0223 or email me at:
donshephard@comcast.net

Guano cemented nest photo Donald Shephard.

Join this fascinating project.
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PAM HUNTLEY ON KXYZ FM 88.3, 90.7, AND 91.5
CEDAR WAXWING
When I hear their soft-pitched trill whistle, I quickly look
up in the tops of the trees for the gentle Cedar
Waxwings. They are silky, sleek fawn-colored birds
with a prominent crest and striking black band through
their eye. Their belly is pale yellow and their dark tail is
tipped in bright yellow.
Waxwings are named for the bright-red waxy
drops at the end of their inner wing feathers. Waxwings
soft, silky plumage is thought to belong to a relic group
of birds that have vanished. Their relationship to other
birds is obscure. They are very unpredictable in their
movements and can be found in almost any state at any
time of year.
Cedar Waxwings feed on seeds and insects but
their main diet is berries such as cedars and mountain
ash. They have been known to gorge themselves till
they can scarcely fly. They have a charming ritual of all
Cedar Waxwing photo courtesy of
closely lining up on a branch and passing a berry back
and forth till one finally swallows it. In courtship, pairs
Alan Wilson,
will pass a flower petal or an insect back and forth.
Naturespicsonline.com
Cedar Waxwings are so tame that during the nesting
season they have been known to take pieces of string
right out of people’s hands and have plucked the hair from women’s heads.
I’m Pam Huntley wishing you happy birding.
Pam broadcasts on KXYZ once Tuesday evenings on Community News with Christina Anastat
at 5:00 pm . The segment is rebroadcast on Friday mornings at about 7:55 am. This is a sample
of a recent airing.

THE QUOTABLE BIRDER
There is nothing in which the birds differ more from man than the way in which they can build
and yet leave a landscape as it was before.
Robert Lynd, American Sociologist
Some social birds apparently call to each other for aid; and as they flit from tree to tree the flock
is kept together by chirp answering chirp.
Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man
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VOLUNTEERS PREPARE FOR THIRD SEASON
OF BEACH RESEARCH

Becky Bowen

“Who are you and what’s this all about?” These are typical
questions put to our Save Our Shorebirds volunteers on their
summer beach surveys.
The short answer: We are Audubon and State Parks
volunteers and this is all about shorebirds on MacKerricher State
Park beaches. We commonly see many shorebirds here. And
sadly, many are on the Audubon and American Bird
Conservancy watchlist—including Sanderlings, Western Sandpipers, Black Turnstones, Marbled
Godwits, Wandering Tattlers, Long-billed Curlews, Western Snowy Plovers, Red Knots,
Surfbirds and American Golden-Plovers.
These birds are in real trouble. The Western Snowy Plover remains on federal and state
threatened lists and the global population of Wandering Tattlers in 2007 dropped to 15,000.
Our volunteers serve under the direction of Joleen Ossello (a May graduate of the College
of the Redwoods Marine Science Technology Program) and the supervision of State Parks
Environmental Scientist Angela Liebenberg. Volunteers take a daily summer census of
shorebirds on three MacKerricher State Park beaches: Ten Mile Beach, Virgin Creek and Glass
Beach. We warmly invite you to join this important citizen science research that enters its third
year in June, 2009.
We want this to be the best volunteer experience of your life. We provide shorebird
identification training and helpful support all summer. Volunteers pick a beach, select a
day/days to survey and fill out a simple data sheet which they place in an envelope on the
bulletin board of Cowlick’s Ice Cream Parlor on Fort Bragg’s Main Street (open seven days a
week).
Joleen collects data sheets and enters volunteer information into our data base, available
to everyone, including schools, and libraries,
Sanderling and Snowy Plover photo by
and the internet.
Ron LeValley www.LeValleyPhoto.com
Our data tracks shorebirds and
compares numbers to 2007, the first year of our
research.
We find surprising things about our
shorebirds—including migration arrival and
departure dates and effects of human and
wildlife predator behavior. Volunteers come
from many backgrounds and are drawn
together by a respect for our wildlife. A
summer and fall schedule and contact
information follows.
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SAVE OUR SHOREBIRDS 2009 SUMMER/FALL SCHEDULE
Saturday, June 20 — 10 a.m.—Noon Russian Gulch Meeting Room
Ron LeValley, Mad River Biologist and nature photographer, gives us an overview of
shorebirds we are likely to see in MacKerricher State Park this summer and fall.
Monday, June 29—daily SOS surveys on Glass Beach, Virgin Creek and Ten Mile Beach
begin (data sheets available at Cowlick’s Ice Cream Parlor or SOS listserve).
Friday, July 3 — 3:30—4:30 p.m. Virgin Creek SOS Survey Free and Open to Public
Meet at north end of Pudding Creek Trestle. Bring binoculars (sorry, no dogs)
Friday, August 7 — 3:30-4:30 p.m. Virgin Creek SOS Survey Free and Open to Public
Meet at north end of Pudding Creek Trestle. Bring binoculars (sorry, no dogs),
Rain cancels.
Friday, September 4 — 3:30-4:30 p.m. Virgin Creek SOS Survey Free and Open to Public
Meet at north end of Pudding Creek Trestle. Bring binoculars (sorry, no dogs),
Rain cancels.
Sunday, September 6—Second Annual SOS Ten-mile Ten Mile Hike —
9 a.m.—approximately 2 p.m. Meet at Pudding Creek Trestle. We will be shuttled by bus
north to Ten Mile River and hike back to Glass Beach.
Bring binoculars, water, sack lunch (sorry, no dogs), Rain cancels.
Note: SOS surveys switch from daily to weekly on September 15, 2009
Friday, October 2 — 3:30-4:30 p.m. Virgin Creek SOS Survey Free and Open to Public
Meet at north end of Pudding Creek Trestle. Bring binoculars (sorry, no dogs),
Rain cancels
Glass Beach survey: 1 mile hike, approximately .75 hour (easy walk)
Virgin Creek survey: 2 mile hike, approximately 1.5 hours+ (some climbing)
Ten Mile Beach survey: 4+ mile hike one way, approximately 2.5-5 hours (some climbing)
All volunteers have training and support (and help) on shorebird surveys. For information
contact Becky Bowen at casparbeck @comcast.net or 962-1602 Save Our Shorebirds is part of the
2009 TogetherGreen program.
TogetherGreen is an Audubon conservation program with funding from Toyota
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EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE

Donald Shephard

The other day, I helped with a
breeding bird survey at the
Point Cabrillo Light Station.
Art Morley and I walked by
the cypress trees in the six
a.m. fog. I noted a Mourning
Dove call but Art corrected
me, "No, it’s a Eurasian
Collared Dove". Check that
dove at your feeder, it may be
a Eurasian Collared Dove.
You can distinguish this
recent invader from the native
Mourning Dove by their
larger size and different,
slightly lower call with the
accent on the second beat.
Next, you will note the
Eurasian Collared Dove's
squared tail, rather than Mourning Dove's pointed tail. The presence of a black half-collar will
cinch it.
In Greek, "streptos" means "collar" and "peleia" means "dove", hence the genus name
Streptopeleia. The species name recalls an overworked, underpaid servant girl who prayed to the
gods for help. They changed her into a dove to escape her misery. The Greeks thought the dove's
call, "Decaocto" which translates as "eighteen", echoed the mournful cries of her human existence,
therefore, Streptopeleia decaocto, the Eurasian Collared Dove. Its English name derives from the
half-collar on its nape.
A closer look reveals short, pinkish-red legs supporting a small, slim dove with long broad
wings and a long squared-off tail held closed in flight but fanned in display or on braking to land.
The squared off tail sports a prominent black base. The outer half of the tail looks pure white, but
the central tail feathers appear grayish. Sexes have similar size; length 11.5 in; wingspan 13.8 in;
weight 5-6 oz. The head shows round with a steep forehead, thin dark bill and dark eye in a plain
face. At close range, you will pick out the reddish brown iris.
The tri-colored wing pattern of this dove becomes visible when the bird displays or lands.
The primaries appear black, the body gray and the central wing white. The upper tail shows gray
with a broad white outer band.
It nests in trees, laying two white eggs in a stick nest. The female commonly lays three
clutches a year and sometimes six. She incubates the eggs during the night and the male takes the
day shift. Incubation lasts 14-18 days when helpless young hatch with some down on them. They
fledge after 15-19 days. Juveniles resemble adults except for reddish edges to body feathers,
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EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE (continued)

Eurasian Collared Dove Photo courtesy of Peter Wallack

brown eyes, and brownish red legs. The Eurasian Collared Dove eats seeds, grains, and berries.
Man influenced the spread of the Eurasian Collared Dove in two ways, adaptation of the
environment and domestication of birds. The species occurred historically only in and around
India, and a massive expansion in the 1600s brought it into Turkey and the Balkans. It spread,
for unknown reasons, northwest into Europe, reached west into Britain by 1953 and now breeds
north of the Artic Circle in Scandinavia.
Imported into the Bahamas during the 1970s when a supplier, unable to fill an order of
Ringed Turtle-Doves, substituted Eurasian Collared-Doves. An aviary break-in resulted in the
release of 50 birds in 1974. Within ten years, the population multiplied to at least 10,000 birds,
and spread to other islands. By the mid-1980s it reached the North American mainland near
Miami, Florida, and expanded its range rapidly. Often kept as a pet, the occurrence of the
species in some areas of the United States is traceable to escaped or released cage birds, notably,
a well-established and isolated population in Los Angeles. The Mendocino Coast saw its first
records about five years ago. It is not migratory.
These doves may not have a detrimental impact on native species, and appear to occupy a
niche in the well-developed suburbs somewhere between the Rock Doves (Pigeons) in the city
and the Mourning Doves in open country. As they expand their range in North America, we will
observe their impact on populations of native birds, and learn what ecological and geographical
barriers finally limit their range expansion. Like its namesake, Decaocto, the Eurasian Collared
Dove escaped its confinement for a better life elsewhere.
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MAKE SUMMER A BLAST WITH BIRDSLEUTH

Are you looking for new, low-cost activities for your camp, nature center, scouting troop,
homeschool, or youth program? I hope you’ll consider the BirdSleuth curriculum developed by
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
The first module, Birdsleuth: Most Wanted Birds, contains fun, easy lessons with activities that
teach children how to identify birds and collect observations that can be reported to the Cornell
Lab and used in scientific studies. The curriculum comes with everything you need to help
children make an important connection with nature—perhaps for the first time.
Each flexible, easy-to-use lesson in BirdSleuth is geared toward upper elementary and middleschool students. Youngsters learn how to identify birds and to really appreciate nature’s
diversity in their own neighborhoods. Your kids will ask and answer their own questions about
birds—true scientific inquiry achieved through engaging activities and a healthy dose of fresh
air.
Each module comes with lesson plans, a student journal, a resource DVD, and more.
To learn more about BirdSleuth: Most Wanted Birds, or any of the curriculum modules, visit
www.birdsleuth.net or drop me an email. I’ll be happy to answer any questions you may have.
I hope you’ll use BirdSleuth
to create a strong bond
between children and
nature and perhaps spark a
lifelong interest in birds.
Happy summer birding!
Sincerely,
Jennifer Fee
BirdSleuth director
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
(607) 254-2403
birdsleuth@cornell.edu
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BIRD WALKS AND FIELD TRIPS
June 6 Bird Walk: 9:00 am, Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens
June 17 Bird Walk: 8:00 am, Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens
July 5. Bird Walk 9:00 am, Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens
July 15. Bird Walk: 8:00 am, Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens
August 1. Bird Walk: 9:00 am, Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens
August 19. Bird Walk: 8:00 am, Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens

Spotted Towhee photo by Ron LeValley
www.LeValleyPhoto.com

BIRD SIGHTINGS
May 17 300+ Brown Pelicans Salmon Creek cove—
Howard Guyer
May 13 Twelve Red Crossbills flying in the Pygmy
Forest over Little River Airport Road—Richard
Hubacek.
May 10 At Virgin Creek Beach 4 Long-billed
Curlews, 16 Dunlin, 4 Semi-palmated Plovers,
several Western Sandpipers, numerous Whimbrels.
At 10 Mile River mouth, Long-billed Curlews, 2
Spotted Sandpipers, — Karen and Jim Havlena.
May 8 Yellow-headed Blackbird on Highway 1
west of Inglenook—Karten Havlena.
May 8, Red Knot, 2 Ruddy Turnstones at Virgin
Creek—Karen Havlena, David Jensen, Dorothy
Tobkin
May 8 Two Bonaparte’s Gulls at Laguna Point.
David Jensen

Yellow-headed Blackbird photo by Alan
Wilson
Naturespicsonline.com

May 8 Caspian Terns and Red-necked Phalaropes
migrating north—Karen Havlena
This month at my Point Cabrillo feeder, Red
Crossbills and Blackheaded Grossbeaks ed.
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MCAS BOARD MEMBERS 2007-2008
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
SOS Program

David Jensen
Tony Eppstein
Tanya Smart
Judy Steele
Becky Bowen

964-8163
937-1715
964-4235
937-2216
962-1602

djensen@mcn.org
tonyepp@mcn.org
wrismart@mcn.org
judys@mcn.org
casparbeck@comcast.net

Membership
Field Trips
Programs
Education
Conservation

Ginny Wade
Art Morley
Charlene McAllister
Jeanne Coleman
Warren Wade

964-6362
964-2541
937-4463
937-1838
964-6362

wwade@mcn.org
agmorley@hotmail.com
charmac@mcn.org
jeanne@mcn.org
wwade@mcn.org

Newsletter

Donald Shephard

962-0223

donshephard@comcast.net

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society is to help people appreciate and
enjoy native birds, and to conserve and restore local ecosystems for the benefit of native
birds and other wildlife.

MENDOCINO COAST AUDUBON SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 2297
FORT BRAGG, CA, 95437

